ISTE 2010:  Distance Learning  

Panel Discussion

Scott Merrick:  ISTE Second Life

And others (Including the guy who produced the "Did You Know" series.)

Scott Parks, OK

Panel will answer questions and then she'll pick and choose some to answer some specific questions.

Scott Merrick's Video

Second Life Interface video

Developed for nursing students.

MUVE:  Market Virtual Nursing Care Simulation

The nurse interacts with the environment to do tasks

Interactive lecture halls.

PowerPoint focus

Distance Learning

Interactive Virtual Learning

Student content creation

Distance classes

Professional envelopment

Collaborative projects

Interactive Video Field Trips

(All of those in a pyramid formation with the bottom being the largest.)

Scott Merrick

They Ustreamed their presentations yesterday into the web.

Has a huge impact.  

Keisha

Online learning is virtual schools.

A student of any age logging on to the internet and participating with the content.

Check out the SIGOL website.

Look at the research because that's what the district is going to look for.  

Baltimore is a model to look at.

Business partners give the kids laptops.

Spring/AT&T are good partners for wireless.

University of Maryland Professor

David

Distance Learning:  How does it effect learners and teachers?

ODE company?

Can offer classes that one couldn't normally offer.

Howie

Started with videoconferencing in Philly schools.  

Workshop by Joe Catalon (Catalan?)

Partnered with the local electric company.

Lined up their AP classes to offer to other schools in the state.

Saved $$ by bringing in people via videoconferencing.

Teachers did the staff development

Scott Parks

Going mobile can mean 3G cards.

The motivation is quality.

They pull in a satelite trailer and broadcast the things that kids are interested in across the U.S. to schools.  They've done trips, for example, Mount Vernon.  

Live on-site videoconferencing.  

Started with telling the story in their back yard.

Have kids do authentic practices.  

Tammy was the winner of the KC3 Contest.  

General Question:  How does one get started in your area of knowledge?

Scott Merrick:  Second Life and Reaction Grid

Get involved with the SIGVE

Reaction Grid is free vs. Second Life which costs money.

It is so engaging.  Playing with it is the way to get started.

Keisha

Given your focus, how does one get started?

Be aware of bandwidth and hardware.

Note:  This would make it impossible in the High School.

Set up "testing centers" that will test with their hardware the tools that are available.  

They're going to get PD and Best Practice.

They'll get products to provide feedback on and that will then be posted online for the world to see.  In essence, being paid to review product.

David

Everybody has given good advice.

Go to your local conference to learn.

CILC:  Get yourself a free account there.

Skype with other students in another country, another county even.

USDLA:  United States Distance Learning Association.  

Tennessee has an active group.  (Think RT3)

Howard

SIGVC

Make sure the IT people know how to set up the equipment.  (His words, not mine.)

Find out how to find content.

Scott

Network with other people and organizations

"We're busy trying to do things differently."

Look for ways to get the kids a purpose for the three R's.  

Get to the point you can stand and deliver in front of a camera.

Funding for Distance Learning

They do not have the financial resources to get the tech they would like for their districts.

Federal grants funded their program.

Department of Agriculture

Look for non-traditional partners

E-Rate Funds:  Leverage these dollars toward your distance learning program.  

Tannenberg works on a national level to help support schools.  

They will do a blended approach and will work for you for free to extend your grant writing team.  

Keisha

What did Scott not talk about?

RT3 funds is funding their virtual school.  

www.ed.gov :  check out the blueprint and check out the research.  

Crosswalk the research.

2D is going away, start positioning yourself to compete for those funds.  

They don't want higher ed to necessarily to be the leader.

Look at the SIGOL Facebook.

Scott is using his ARRA funds, using the data to show how it worked he's sing the information on the competitive grant to get more money.  

ARRA was a test to see what districts would use with their dollars.

Howie & David

What are tech tools you use and what do you need as far as tech and equipment?

Got the ISTE standards and tied everything into it in order to get the money for what they wanted.

Create, Collaborate, Communicate

Used emails.  Gave the kids emails.

ePals

Project:  "The Way We Are" first project of the year and then used video conferencing to create the community piece.  

Did a partnership with the community, college, county and businesses.

Connection, Infrastructure, and Partnerships.

David is in Arkansas

They used whiteboards and speakerphones to begin with.

They used a grant process to get video in

Grant writing services of Tannenberg.

2004 they switched over to complete video.

200 hours of video a day streaming out of their office now.

The state pays for a T1 line to each school.

OC3 at his school.

Need to find someone who knows tech.

The firewall is a continual battle!

Need good instructors who are good at organizing.

Use Google to help with costs (Apps, Video Chat, etc.)

Find someone who wants to work with you.

Q & A Time

Pedagogy problems

How do you do this without making it completely "talking heads"?

Create engaging activities for the kids to do.

Incorporate a curriculum portal to make this work.

It has to be a dynamic environment

It is best to be live and in person and they try to make it look that way as much as possible.

There's a book:  Pick those up . . . 

Howard

Once they got the firewall issues taken care of, then it was good.

Recommended for Professional Development in this area:

Joe Catalon/Catalan

Jan the Facilitator here

Make contacts through the SIG and get recommendations that way.

CILC has a rating system (Marketplace)

Online learning is different, not just a canned curriculum.

NCOLL

Look at Kathy Cavanaugh's stuff.  

